COMPLEX NEEDS SERVICE.

  

 Some thoughts on boundaries and policies towards the taking of drugs.

  

  

 1.    No alcohol or non prescribed drugs tolerated on day of attendance.

 Immediate suspension from community proposed. Readmission for next

 session if no drugs or alcohol taken.

2.    Each member is encouraged to declare the drugs they are prescribed,

 with a declaration of their attitude to them ie - if they want to maintain

 the status quo, or reduce the quantity, change the prescription eg come

 off prescribed night medication. Discussion needs to be conducted with

 prescribing and support professionals in mind eg CPNs CMHTs GPs etc.

3.    Each member must declare the use and abuse of non prescribed and

 prescribed drugs - in overdose or over consumption, as well as the use of street drugs. Consequential  discussion will be sought in the community re sanctions bearing in mind

 attitude of member to act and behaviour, frequency and relevance to

 personal contracts. This should be brought up during the assessment process.

4.    Use of medication in response to the therapeutic work of the

 community is strongly discouraged and again will be explored in relation

 to attitude of the member and relevant professionals involved. Once

 involved in the community, no PRN medication can be taken from two months

 after joining..

5.     Constant violation of the rules surrounding the taking  of

 prescribed and non prescribed drugs and alcohol will lead to discussion by

 the community about appropriate action in relation to discharge.

6.    These points relating to the use and abuse of drugs need to be

 raised in the assessment process so that potential members

 know the expectations of the service.
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